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Abstract

On the Shiratori Kurakichi's Understanding
Japanese Myth and Tangun Myth

Rhee, Kun-woo

Shiratori Kurakichi was the first Japanese scholar to study Tangun
mythology as a method of documentary evidence. He studied Japanese
mythology from the perspective of comparative theology and linguistics and
wrote an article called New study on gods' period. The horizon for
understanding Japanese mythology was expanded by explaining not only
Chinese literature but also cases such as Europe and America. He explained
that the mythical gods are the personification of nature and natural
phenomena, and that the world of God is an ideological world. In particular,
it pointed out the mythical universality, purpose and influence of Chinese
ideology in Japanese mythology. On the other hand, as for Tangun
mythology, it was hastily concluded that monks manipulated Tangun
mythology in the King Jiangsu era after Goguryeo accepted Buddhism by
paying attention to only the three words, birch, mysterious scent, and
Whan-in. However, he did not write a single paper on Buddhism, and even
though he did not know much about Buddhism, he related Tangun
mythology to Buddhism. He did not deal with Himuka, the place where the
grandson of the sun god in Japanese mythology descended and the stage of
three generations in Himuka, nor with the essential part of Tangun myth.
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In other words, he made the mistake of being obsessed with the part and
overlooking the whole. At the same time, Tangun mythology was not
explained by using various historical sources like Japanese mythology,
because the time of writing tangun's thesis (1894, 29 years old) and the time
(1928, 63 years old) left a lecture on Japanese mythology were significantly

different.

Key Words

. Tangun myth, Shiratori Kurakichi, Japanese myth, Izanagi, lzanami,
bronze mirror curved jade
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